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1. A Persian Bahai Student Delivers a Lecture in
English

Since the arrival of the students from Haifa, table-
talks have become the fashion. These talks are delivered
in English. Now and then one hears a good speech,
short and to the point. It seems to me very interesting
how these young men are eager to learn everything from
everywhere and thus increase their fund of information,
so that in the future they may become able to teach the
Cause with eloquent tongues and fluent speeches. Why
then, do they practice in English rather than in Persian
one might ask? This in itself, of course, is another sign
of that drawing together of nations and peoples, that
commingling of interests and ideals. The one all-ab-
sorbing thought of these young men is to equip them-
selves with the mental instruments whereby they may
go out to war against ignorance, selfishness and greed.
I may therefore quote one or two short addresses given
by these budding orators. The following is an example:

"Gentlemen! Bahai Brothers! About seven thousand
years ago, according to the religious history, God the
Maker of all things through His Mercy and Providence
created the world and made man after his own image and
likeness. Since that time up to the present day, His
Manifestations have successively appeared upon the earth
and thus the dark world has been quickened and vivified
through the spiritual vibrations of their divine Teach-
ings. By this education mankind has attained to a higher
degree of knowledge. It has passed over the arc of
ascent, until now it has obtained the capacity for the
recognition of the Manifestation of God. When His
Holiness Moses appeared, thousands believed in him, and
having received and lived according to his divine teach-
ings, became leaders of other nations. God showed them